
Minutes  
Forest and Parks Commission  

December 1, 2025 
6:00 p.m. at the Chelsea Public Library  

 
Present:  Jen Chase,  Susan Elder, Robin Amber, Pete Amber.   

 
1.​ The November minutes were approved as submitted.  
2.​ Public Comments: A member of the public wanted to thank the group for erecting deer 

protection on the newly planted trees on the pollinator garden and on the green. 
Christmas lights have been strung on two of the trees on the commons with more 
planned to be lit. 

3.​ The Pollinator Garden benches are still not put away. We will contact Rick Ackerman 
about this.   

4.​ Walkable Communities. Susan attended another zoom meeting with Kate Maclean and 
the VT AARP representative concerning grants available for making downtown 
crosswalks, sidewalks safer. Susan met with Will Gilman to obtain more insight into 
issues that may arise with parking and crosswalk issues. Will was very helpful and gave 
suggestions for placement and some of the issues he has encountered while traversing 
downtown in his wheelchair. Susan and Kate will next meet with Two Rivers to take the 
next step with a “walk/roll study”.  The selectboard has approved this next step.  

5.​ The VT Urban and Community Forestry Conference held each year at VTC in May is 
asking for presenters. Lizzie Amber will be asked if she is interested in presenting our 
tree project at the conference.  

6.​ Tree Grants Updates.  Pete and Lizzie have recently fertilized trees on the commons 
with an auger drill.  Pete has met with one contractor concerning the upgrades to the 
commons on soil fill and bumper protection on two sides of the north green. The work 
will need to be run through the town’s usual hiring and payment process even though the 
funds are coming from a private source.  

7.​ Town Forest UVT Alliance.  Susan will send a letter to the owner of the Hemenway 
property to see if a trail system is possible to connect with the Riverdell Trails. 

8.​ Meetings during 2026 were set for the following dates: February 2, April 6, May 4, Jun 1,  
Aug. 3, Sept. 14, October 5, Nov. 2 and December 7. All meetings will be held at the 
Chelsea Town Library at 6:00 p.m.   

9.​ Adjourned at 6:46 p.m.  
 


