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Selectboard Members Present:  Susan Elder (Chair), Kent Gilman, Karen Lathrop, Liam Hogan 

Other Town Officials/Employees Present: Gayle Durkee (Town Treasurer), Rick Ackerman (Road 
Commissioner), Katherine Zachary (Selectboard Administrative Assistant)  

Members of the Public Present: Tim Carter, Marianne McCann (The Herald) 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Call Meeting to Order:  Susan Elder called the meeting to order at 6:33pm. 
 
II. Changes/Additions to the Agenda 

a. Traffic speed control 

b. Sheriff’s contract 

c. FEMA/next steps 

III. Conflict of Interest Disclosure 

None 

IV. Approve Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2019 
 
Liam moved to approve the Selectboard Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2019; Karen seconded; 
approved. 
 

V. Selectboard Vacancy 
 
Liam stated that his mother, Michelle Hogan, is interested in the vacancy.  The question arose 
as to whether there is a conflict.  Susan contacted VLCT to seek guidance.  There is no 
statutory prohibition, but a potential issue could arise if recusal is necessary leaving the Board 
without a quorum.  Liam would have to recuse himself from nominating and voting for his 
mother.  Kent added that he has no knowledge of a prohibition re. family members except for a 
husband and wife being on a Board.  Tabled for further discussion at the end of the meeting. 
 
The VLCT manual can be accessed online. 
 

VI. FEMA update  
 
 Richard Dybvig has relinquished his house keys.  The Babcock keys have been dropped off and 

left on Karen’s desk. 
 
 Susan gave Katherine the settlement statements re. the Dybvig, Allen, and Babcock/Lyon 

FEMA buyouts. 
 
 Katherine will contact Lauren Oates as to the next steps re. the FEMA buyouts/demolitions. 
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 The water has been turned off on the properties. 
 
VII. Town Treasurer 

 
The Selectboard Orders cannot be printed until after the checks are printed.  
 

VIII. Highway Department  (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 
 

A list of the 2016-2018 projects for which the town has had matching funds could be useful. 
 
Setting up a reserve fund to deal with highway matters and issues would be a good idea.  This 
would be especially useful for the Moxley Bridge and Maple Street projects. 
 
Rick will meet with Gayle to review the Grant figures.  This information will be ready for next 
month’s Board meeting. 
 
The trailer will be ready next week. 
 
The triangle by Upper Village Road/Route 110 will be mowed. 
 
The excavator is being returned this month. 
 
Zeb is taking his CDL test tomorrow. 
 
Rita Seto/TRORC will be coming to take photos of the Beacon Hill project.  The documents 
will then be submitted for reimbursement of monies expended. 
 

IX. Transfer station (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 
 
Katherine will contact Kasey Kathan re. the closed landfill. 
 

X. Complaint by residents (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 
 

a. Open burning 
 

Karen received an anonymous report of open burning.  There is an ordinance restricting open 
burning of certain materials.  The complainant did not specify what was being burned.  The 
burning had a bad odor and caused the complainant to close the windows.  This has apparently 
happened before.  More information is needed to follow up on the complaint. Susan stated that 
the resident may have a DEC permit to burn. 

 
b. Cars/trash on Upper Village Road 

Six (6) to eight (8) vehicles are parked on the side of the road near the intersection of Kennedy 
Road and Upper Village Road.  This may be a violation of the zoning law(s).  Tim McCormick 
sent a letter to the property owners once before.  Katherine will ask Tim to look into the matter.   
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There is also trash near the stream by the house which may be on the property line which may 
be a health officer matter.  
   
c. Dog bite –East Randolph Road 

This is not a dog “bite” matter but a matter in which dogs are “running at large” on East 
Randolph Road.  Karen stated that the subject dogs are licensed.  Karen made a motion that a 
letter be sent to the owner of the dogs; Liam seconded; approved.  Katherine will send a letter 
to the dog owner.  

 
Susan stated that Corinth has an animal control officer.  She will inquire as to whether the 
officer would be interested in also being the animal control officer for Chelsea.  Susan will also 
see if Vershire has an animal control officer.   

 
XI. Crosswalks and Hydration Station (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 

 
Liam stated that Jennifer Doyle/Riverbend asked about putting a crosswalk in front of the 
Riverbend so that the residents could cross safely.  She will have to contact the State of 
Vermont.  Liam will give her the name of a person to contact. 
 
Liam also asked about the feasibility of putting a hydration station in the Town Hall after being 
approached by a resident.  Susan stated that when the bathroom is upgraded, this may be an 
option. 
 
Karen stated that the kinks in the bathroom pipes.  A high-flow toilet would be a better option.  
The Town Hall presently has a low-flow toilet.  Susan said that if there are monies remaining 
after the Town hall improvements are completed, a high flow toilet and a hydration station may 
be a possibility. 
 

XII. Town Hall Furnace (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 
 
Tabled. 
 

XIII. DRB members and term limits (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 
 
Kent moved to approve the following DRB Members and term limits: 
 
Chair - Anne Carroll; term ending 2021 
Vice Chair - Johanna Welch; term ending 2020 
Clerk - Tim McCormick 
Laurence Allen; term ending 2021 
Vacant – Term ending 2022 
Vacant – Term ending 2022 
Alternate 1 – Deb Melvin 
Alternate 2 - Vacant 
 
Liam seconded; approved. 
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The DRB website needs to be updated. 
 

XIV. Administrative Assistant’s Report (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 

Katherine presented the application from Woodbelly Pizza to cater liquor at a reception on 
September 14, 2019 at 77 Klondike Road.  Karen moved to approve the application;  Kent 
seconded; approved. 
 
Susan signed the Roberts-Gould Field Use Request from the Chelsea Flea Market Association.
             
Katherine will look up the Williamstown Grant and the subsequent revision.   
 
The RFP for Hauling Services was presented and the relevant dates were listed for the 
submission/opening of bids.  The contract will be for two years, ending in August 2021.  
Proposals will be accepted through August 15, 2019.  This will be put on The Board’s August 
20th Agenda. 
 

XV. Town Treasurer (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 

No discussion 

XVI. Town Clerk (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 

Karen provided a Conflict of Interest Policy to the Board which is now a necessity for all 
towns.  Kent moved to accept the policy; Susan seconded; approved. 
 
The US Census Bureau will be using the Town Hall to conduct interview beginning next week. 
 
Special collection(s) at the transfer station will be taking place in the fall if a $2000 grant is 
obtained.  The collection would have to be a day separate from the normal transfer station 
collection.   Kent moved to apply for the Municipal Services Program Grant;  Susan seconded;  
Karen will be the contact person and will ask Warren Lathrop to assist in the collections at the 
Station. 
 
An RFP will be drafted for audit services for the Town. 
 
Susan will respond to the Municipal Energy Survey request. 
 
a. Liquor license(s) for Wagon Wheel and Quick Stop 
 
Karen has received three (3) liquor license renewal applications.  The applicants do not have 
any violations or complaints.  These applications are submitted annually.  Susan moved to 
approve the renewal applications; Kent seconded; approved. 
 

XVII. Transfer Station  (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 

No discussion 
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XVIII. Water/Wastewater (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 
 
No discussion 
 

XIX. Highway Department (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 

No discussion 
 

XX. Executive Session  - Legal (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda) 
 
After making “a specific finding that premature general public knowledge would clearly place 
the public body or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage”, Susan moved to go into 
Executive Session at 8:33pm; Kent seconded. 
 
Susan moved to exit Executive Session at 8:39 pm; Kent seconded. 
 
Susan moved to approve the request from a resident for assistance with burial costs; Kent 
seconded;  approved.   
 

XVII. Approve Orders (numbered sequence varies from original Agenda)   
 
  Susan moved to approve the Orders; Karen seconded; the Orders were signed. 
 
XVIII. Adjourn 
 
 Kent moved to adjourn at 8:47pm; Karen seconded; adjourned. 
 


