PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES NOV. 21, 2013
Present at the meeting:

Stan Brinkman, Chair

Joan Parker, Sec

Neil Kennedy, board

Kevin Marshia, board

Eric Flanders, board

Wendy Forbes. Board

Chris Sargent, Two Rivers

Bob Button

Mike Button, Select Board

Sheila Smith

Meeting called to order at 7:05pm.
The board discussed feedback from the Nov 12 town meeting regarding changes to Town Plan.

Sheila Smith expressed concerns about the flood maps used by FEMA that were done in 1976. She would like to see new map that is more accurate. She suggested that the town plan would suggest that town officers help inform residents about changes in flood damage rules and regulations. Chris from Two Rivers agreed that map is not adequate, but advised her that no new mapping is in the state plans for the near future.

There followed discussions about FEMA, advantages and disadvantages for Chelsea residents of having a flood plan in effect.

The board heard questions and suggestions for changes to new plan from Mike Button, Selectman.

Discussion followed regarding eliminating the “Design control district” designation to eliminate problems for residents in getting permits for changing small things like doorknobs, and screen doors for instance. Stan was in favor of eliminating the designation all together. The board passed a resolution to support the elimination of the design control overlay district. 

It was decided unanimously to change language on page 20, lines 15-20. It was suggested by Mike Button that the current language sounds like the plan discourages business.

New language follows:

“Commercial businesses of a large scale that require substantial parking or generate substantial amounts of traffic over what is common in the area should be carefully considered. Commercial developments should be designed so as to blend in with the environment.”

Mike Button was concerned about p. 21, lines 36 and 37. He is wary about putting the town on the hook if it has to guarantee the mortgage on grants to business start ups. Stan pointed out that this is how the state does it. That the town is always on the hook as guarantor in the case of grants. Discussion followed. No decision made.

Many minor changes were suggested by Mike Button, and noted.
Discussion followed regarding the repairing of the bridges in town. It was noted that the state has us on their schedule to repair bridges at some point in the future.

Suggestions for changes to town plan were submitted by Karen Lathrop, town clerk, Bob Brown, Chelsea resident, and Mike Button, Selectman.

The board will address these changes at the next meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:20pm

Next meeting will be held at School Library on Dec 12 at 7pm.

