PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING FEBRUARY 20, 2014
Present at the meeting:

Stan Brinkman, Chair

Joan Parker, Secretary

Neil Kennedy

Kevin Marshia

Wendy Forbes

The board discussed again their proposal to do away with the Design Control District. The board feels it causes too many problems. After much discussion the board unanimously confirmed their desire to eliminate the Design Control District.
There followed a discussion about how the Vermont state regulations that state that towns should be concentrated in village centers for “smart growth” conflicts with flood regulations which prohibit developing in flood plains. Many Vermont town centers are located in floodplains.

The board discussed the length, and wordiness of the Town Plan. Most felt that it was too long. Wendy will take a look at the plan and attempt to make an summarized action plan that will be used at the beginning of the plan for a quick read.

The board will rewrite some of the Education Section IV.

The board will include language about encouraging use of BioMass.

Notes from Bob Brown and Preston Bristow from the Nov 12 public meeting were reviewed and noted. There wasn’t enough time to go over the notes from Karen Lathrop. That will be next on the agenda for the April meeting.

Dan Ruddell from Redstart asked to be able to attend the March 20 meeting to present the results of his work on the First Branch. Joan will email him to invite him to attend.

