
CHELSEA SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

Date:  June 5, 2018 

Meeting Called To Order:  6:31pm 

Members Present:  Mike Kuban, Susan Elder, Cynthia Masterman, Greg Kotyk, Kent Gilman 

Town Officials Present:  Karen Lathrop (Town Clerk), Gayle Durkee (Treasurer), Rick Ackerman (Road 

Foreman) 

Others Present:  Frank Keene, Marty Gratz 

Changes to the Agenda:  Added Public Comment, Approval of the Calkins Proposal for 

Computer/Internet. 

Conflicts of Interest:  None 

Approval of the May 15, 2018 Selectboard Meeting Minutes:  Tabled 

Open Meeting Law:  Karen Lathrop spoke to the board regarding the new selectboard email address and 

how the open meeting law affects what can and cannot be done with the new email.  Copies of the open 

meeting law were distributed to board members.  Also discussed, was decisions on items that are added 

to the agenda the night of the meeting.  Any items added that night, cannot be voted on unless it is an 

emergency. 

Grand List Update:  Karen Lathrop informed the board that the grand list was approximately $2,000,000 

higher than last year.  Any grievances by property owners will be heard on June 16, 2018.  All grievances 

must be filed no later than June 15, 2018. 

Flea Market:  It was determined that the Flea Market will not need to seek board approval every year 

for permission to hold the flea market on the commons. 

Transfer Station:  Rick Ackerman stated that he will be installing blocks for the new yard collection unit. 

Highway Department: 

Municipal Roads Grant:  Deadline for participation in this year’s program is June 22, 2018.  Chelsea 

would receive $15,400 with a match of $3,850 for a total of $19,250. 

 Motion to Accept:  Cynthia Second: Greg    All voted in favor 

Purchasing Policy:  It was agreed that the selectboard would revisit the purchasing policy to clarify any 

uncertainties. 

Summer Roadside Mowing:  Rick will rent a tractor from Tenco for roadside mowing this year. 

Mowing at the Town Garage and Town Pump house:  Mike will discuss the scope of mowing around the 

town garage and the village pump house with our mowing contractor. 

Water/Wastewater: 

Kent advised that Nolan has turned the water on at the Marion Gilman property and the Quickstop. 
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Water Meters:  The board discussed the replacement of the water meters in town.  The total cost for 

replacing the current meters with new electronic meters would be approximately $110,000.  The return 

on investment would not justify the expense.  It was determined that staying the course and repairing 

and replacing broken meters in kind would be better. 

Vison/Dental Benefits:  The question was brought up regarding the addition of vision and dental to the 

current insurance plan.  The board will research it. 

FEMA Buyouts: 

Cynthia will be meeting with the representative from the State of Vermont and the three property 

owners regarding the next steps in the buyout process.  The meeting will take place on June 14 at 

4:00pm.  Marty Gratz will also attend to discuss her elevation process with the State. 

Board entered into executive session to discuss personnel at 8:45pm. 

 Motion:  Susan  Second:  Cynthia  All voted in favor 

Board exited executive session at 9:11pm 

 Motion:  Susan   Second:  Cynthia  All voted in favor 

Custodian Positon:  Board has voted to offer Linda Kotyk the position of custodian for the town hall and 

town offices. 

 Motion:  Susan  Second:  Kent   All voted in favor 

Town Administrator Position:  Mike will send a mockup of the ad to Cynthia who will post the job 

opening in The Herald of Randolph, and VLCT Help Wanted.  A full job description will be posted on the 

town website.  The deadline for application will be July 6. 

Assistant Water/Wastewater Operator:  Susan will coordinate with Greg and Nolan to interview the 

two applicants.   

Second Signature on Town of Chelsea Accounts:  The board voted to approve Assistant Treasurer 

Carolyn Mesh as the second signature on accounts. 

 Motion:  Susan  Second:  Greg   All voted in favor 

Budget Review:  Board reviewed the budget YTD.  No issues. 

Approve Orders:  Board voted to approve orders 

 Motion:  Susan  Second:  Cynthia  All voted in favor 

Additions to the Agenda: 

Calkins Proposal:  Board reviewed the proposal from Calkins Networks for computer and data services. 

Public Comment:  Frank Keene discussed the erosion issue at his property on Maple Avenue.  He 

received permission from State of Vermont to repair damage to the river bank done during the January 

2018 ice breakup on the First Branch of the White River.  He was informed that he would need to apply 

for a permit and go before the DRB prior to starting due to the new flood bylaws.  He asked for the 
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board’s assistance in expediting the process.  Mike agreed to go to the DRB hearing and speak on 

Frank’s behalf.   

Public Comment (cont.):  Greg is asking for ideas on what the board can do to assist new businesses in 

Chelsea.  Ideas were discussed and the board agreed to look into it further. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:25pm 

 Motion:  Susan  Second:  Cynthia  All voted in favor 


