Board of Abatement Meeting Minutes(draft)
June 4, 2020  - Chelsea Town Hall


At a duly warned meeting, David Bradshaw, Chair, brought the meeting to order at 6:32.  In attendance were David Bradshaw Chair, Karen Lathrop, Clerk,  Tracy Simon, BCA member, Sue Kay, BCA member, Joe Spinella, BCA member, Kasey Peterson, BCA member, Kate MacLean, Selectboard, Jeremy Hook, Selectboard, Liam Hogan, Selectboard, Levar Cole, Selectboard, Geoffrey Clayton, Selectboard Chair,
Ed Kuban, Lister, Phyllis Hayward, Lister, Warren Lathrop, Lister, Gayle Durkee, Treasurer and Jane Cushman, Delinquent Tax Collector.  Appellant was absent for the meeting.

1. Meeting called to order at 6:32 PM
2. No changes to agenda
3. No Public Comments
4. No conflicts of interest
5. Abatement Request 

Board looked over the packet prepared by Clerk.  David Bradshaw gave a brief rundown of the request. There being no appellant available to answer questions the Board deliberated on the request. 

Sue Kay moved to respectfully deny the abatement of Taxes, seconded by Kasey Peterson.  There was discussion on how often requests were made, whether the appellant had to be there. The Board noted that not being able to sell a place does not merit a reduction in taxes. There was discussion on penalties with Jane Cushman. Penalties are the only income the Delinquent Tax Collector receives. Gayle Durkee, Treasurer, stated the appellant was charged for 1 extra water user for a year. Board noted the request form stated taxes.  Board questioned whether there was a mortgage that was owned by a bank or privately held. It was noted if it was bank mortgage, the bank would pay the delinquent tax but that would not happen with a privately held mortgage. Taxes owed are for three different years, two being older.

Susan Kay moved to amend her motion to state only abate interest on taxes to date. Seconded by Phyllis Hayward. Discussion followed to which Joe Spinella asked to call the question. All voted in favor.

Chair stated the amendment was incorrect to be added to the main motion as it would be a positive amendment to a negative motion, and asked Susan to restate her main motion. Susan Kay moved to respectfully deny abatement of taxes and penalty and to abate interest to date, being $912.50, June 4, 2020.  All were in favor, so moved.

6.  Kasey Petereson moved to adjourn at 7:10 with Warren Lathrop seconding the motion. 

Restpectfully submitted,

Karen Lathrop
Clerk
