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January 4, 2017 

Present: Joan Goodrich, Mike Kuban, Susan Elder, Greg Kotyk, Sheriff Bohnyak, Karen Lathrop and Rick 

Ackerman in at 7:35 pm. 

Meeting brought to order at 6:35 by Joan Goodrich. 

1.  Additions and Deletions to agenda 

 Budget/Sewer/Extra phone line 

 Water/Billing Issue 

 Town Garage/Sediment issue 

 Selectboard/combine c & d which are both executive session 
 
2.  Approve Minutes- Tabled to next meeting 
 
3.  Selectboard 
       a.  Orange County Sheriff Department Contract 

Sheriff Bohnyak was in to discuss the contract. Board concerned with $2.00/hour increase from 
last year.  Sheriff Bohnyak cites maintenance of vehicles, fuel and worker’s comp insurance as the 
reason for the increase.  Sheriff Bohnyak would freeze it for the next two years. There was 
discussion on how OCSD is funded. Sheriff Bohnyak stated, through County Budget, Town 
Contracts and Highway Contracts. He reported every Town has a different amount they wish to 
budget but OCSD does not make money off the Town Contracts, just Highway contracts. He 
stated he has 10 full time and 15 part time staff. Staff turnover was discussed.  Sheriff Bohnyak 
stated OCSD has responds to many in-town incidents with no charge to the town, has brought 
the Old Health Center back onto the tax rolls from its exempt status and feels Chelsea benefits 
from OCSD being physically based in Town. There was Board discussion on the actual cost of the 
increase with Susan Elder solidly backing a $40.00/hour, not the increased amount.  Mike Kuban 
moved to approve the Orange County Sheriff Department contract at $42.00/hour, with section 
five struck out, not to exceed $13,500.00.  Greg Kotyk seconded the motion.  Three Board 
members in favor, one nay. The motion passed. 

b.  Accura Contract 
Joan Goodrich reported the Accura has been the Town printing source for years and the contract 
Is for two year contract with the third year not to go up more than 5%.   
Mike Kuban moved to accept the Accura contract for $1,942.00 as written with Susan Elder 
seconding the motion.  All were in favor, so moved. 

c. & d.   Personnel & Legal Updates 
Susan Elder moved after making a finding that discussions concerning employees and current 
legal matters, that premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a 
person involved at substantial disadvantage, the Selectboard move to enter executive session at 
7:22pm with Mike Kuban seconding the motion. All were in favor, so moved.  
Susan Elder moved to come out of executive session temporarily at 7:35 pm to work with Rick 

Ackerman on the Access Permit. Mike Kuban seconded the motion. No action taken. 

f.  Velco Access Permit 
Rick Ackerman reported there were no issues with granting the access permit to Velco. It would 
be a permanent access. Susan Elder moved to sign the Galdone/Velco Access permit with Mike 
Kuban seconding the motion.  All were in favor, so moved. 
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c.&d.  Personnel and Legal Updates 
Susan Elder moved after making a finding that discussions concerning employees and current 
legal matters, that premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a 
person involved at substantial disadvantage, the Selectboard move to re- enter executive session 
at 7:40 pm with Mike Kuban seconding the motion.   All were in favor, so moved. 
Susan Elder moved to exit executive session at 8:10 pm with Mike Kuban seconding the motion.  
All were in favor so moved.   
Board disclosed the following:  
      Personnel- a counter offer would be made to Maggie Kerrin for the Town Administrator 
position of $20.00/hour, 20 hour week with benefits of 1 week vacation, 2 sick days, 2 personal 
days, 3% match of annual pay to 401(k). 
      Legal Updates- R. Button Update- No action taken 
                                  J. Ratico- No Board update at this time – No action taken 
                                   

e.  Town Meeting Warning 
Board discussed changing the Town Meeting Warning to include a reserve fund and to warn 
appropriations separately.  Joan Goodrich to work on warning for next meeting on January 17, 
2017. Karen Lathrop to check with VLCT on appropriations warning. No action taken. 
 

4.  Budget 
      a. First Branch Ambulance 

  Mike Kuban reported the representative for the Board could not make the meeting but the First 
Branch Budget with the requested amount was available. Mike Kuban gave a brief background of 
First Branch Ambulance to Greg Kotyk.   Susan Elder moved to accept the budget amount of 
$36,192.00 for First Branch Ambulance Service with Greg Kotyk seconding the motion.  All were in 
favor so moved. 
Susan Elder reported speaking with Nolan LaFrancis, Chief Wastewater Operator, about the 
upcoming electronic reporting.  Mr. LaFrancis believes the input could be done from an existing 
computer with no new telephone lines necessary. Board deleted $500 from Waste Water Operating 
Expenses for the computer. No phone line equals a savings but it was not budgeted as yet.  
Joan Goodrich reported Jane Cushman found that Quick Books has a read only function.  Board 
discussion on whether old budgets changed in Quick Books could affect new budgets. Board will find 
out whether Quick books is lockable before committing to an expensive change to NEMRC.  Budget 
changes Treasurer Technology – down to $1000.00, Town Admin Technology down to $1000.00. 
Mike Kuban reported a quote for work done to be done to trees on both commons, which would 
bring the Care of Commons line up to $10,100.00 for tree work and mowing contracts. Budget to be 
finalized at next meeting. 
 

5.   Highway Department 
Rick Ackerman reported sediment buildup in the water. Manosh was in to test water. There was 
discussion on whether there was an in-line filter.  Board awaiting results.  No action taken. 
 

6.  Water/Sewer Department 
 a. Billing 

Joan G. recused herself from Board discussion on the subject. As a taxpayer, she reported she 
would not want to pay for a water bill for a building that was not operating.  The Board reviewed 
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the amended Water Ordinance.  They were of the opinion there was just a shut off/return to 
service fee in the amended ordinance.  Karen Lathrop reported she had delivered a copy to Jane 
Cushman and there was one for each of the Board for future reference.  She noted the Ordinance 
would go into effect January 14, 2017 barring a petition before then. No action taken. 
 

7.   Approve Orders 
Board reviewed orders.  Mike Kuban moved to sign orders as written with Susan Elder seconding the 
motion.  All were in favor, so moved. 
 

8.  Adjournment 
Mike Kuban moved to adjourn at 9:30 pm with Susan Elder seconding the motion.  All were in favor, 
so moved.   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  
 


