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Chelsea Selectboard/Public Hearing on Chelsea Zoning Bylaw 

September 5, 2017 

Selectboard Members Present:  Joan Goodrich (Chair), Michael Kuban (Vice Chair), Susan Elder, Ruben 

Hook 

Other Town Officials Present:  Maggie Kerrin (Town Administrator), Tim McCormick (Zoning 

Administrator), Anne Carroll (DRB Chair), Jonathan Vermette (DRB Member) 

Others Present:  Niles Forader, Stephanie Loeffler, Brian Farnham, Rawlin Hoyt 

The meeting was brought to order by Joan Goodrich at 6:05 pm. 

There were no changes to the agenda and no disclosures of conflicts of interest. 

Public Comment 
Niles Forader addressed some concerns regarding the road work done in his home area.  Joan explained 
that discussion on that matter would occur at the regular Selectboard meeting to follow. 
 
Joan opened the discussion by stating that this meeting stemmed from a hearing last fall regarding the 
updated zoning bylaw.  Concerns expressed at that time pertained to the sections regarding home 
business and home industry.  The bylaw being reviewed at this meeting has taken out the section on 
home industry and made the section on home business easier to understand.  Beyond those few 
changes, the bylaw is the same as the document reviewed last fall.  Anne Carroll expressed concern 
about the deletion of the Design Control District/Historic Overlay District section.  She felt that, although 
this portion of the bylaw was not strong from a legal perspective, it did give the Development Review 
Board (DRB) the opportunity to have discussions with residents regarding maintaining the “character of 
the area” in the village when permits are being reviewed by the DRB.  A lengthy discussion ensued 
regarding the pros and cons of elimination of these portions of the bylaw. 
 
Michael Kuban moved to approve the draft bylaw as written and presented to the Selectboard.  
Ruben Hook seconded the motion.  Michael Kuban and Ruben Hook voted in favor; Joan Goodrich and 
Susan Elder opposed.   
 
The Board will revisit this discussion at their next Selectboard meeting on September 19, 2017. 
 
This meeting adjourned at 7:15 with the regular Selectboard meeting to follow directly in the Chelsea 
Public Library. 
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Other Town Officials Present:  Maggie Kerrin (Town Administrator), Tim McCormick (Zoning 

Administrator) 

Others Present:  Stephanie Loeffler, Brian Farnham, Rawlin Hoyt 

The meeting was brought to order by Joan Goodrich at 7:15 pm. 

Changes to the Agenda: 
 Add: Stephanie Loeffler – Chelsea/Tunbridge Middle School Request to Use Town Forest 
  Resident Concern re:  Dog Barking/Burning Rubbish 
  Resident Concern re:  Water Bills/Disconnection 
  Use of VT Alert for Chelsea 
 
Public Comments: 
There were no public comments. 
 
Disclosures of Conflicts of Interest: 
Ruben Hook stated conflict of interest regarding the Moxley Bridge bids stating that Hook Construction 
is bidding on the project.  He will recuse himself at the time of bid opening and project discussion. 
 
Approve Minutes 
Susan Elder moved to approve the August 22, 2017 minutes for both the Selectboard/Vermont 
Emergency Management Meeting and the Selectboard Meeting as written.  Michael Kuban seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor, so moved.  
 
Stephanie Loeffler – Chelsea/Tunbridge Middle School Request to Use Town Forest 
Stephanie attended the meeting to request permission to use the Town Forest for a Tunbridge/Chelsea 
Middle School collaborative learning experience during the week of October 9th – October 14th.  This 
collaborative learning will include a week long study of forestry, tree identification, orienteering, 
tracking, shelter building, and water shed education.  
 
Ruben Hook moved to let the Chelsea and Tunbridge Middle Schools use the Town Forest.  Michael 
Kuban seconded the motion.  All were in favor, so moved.  
 
Executive Session – Personnel 
Susan Elder moved to go into executive session at 7:23PM (Personnel) after making a specific finding 
that premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a person involved at 
a substantial disadvantage.  Michael Kuban seconded the motion.  All were in favor so moved.  The 
Town Administrator was invited to stay.   
 
Susan Elder moved to exit executive session at 8:10PM. Ruben Hook seconded the motion.  
 
No action was taken. 
 
Executive Session – Legal 
Susan Elder moved to go into executive session at 8:15PM (Legal) after making a specific finding that 
premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a person involved at a 
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substantial disadvantage.  Michael Kuban seconded the motion. All were in favor so moved. The Town 
Administrator was invited to stay.   
 
Susan Elder moved to exit executive session at 8:30PM.  Michael Kuban seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor, so moved. 
 
No action was taken. 

 
Highway Department 
FEMA Update for June 30th/July 1st Storm 
As of August 16, 2017 the State of Vermont received a federal disaster for the June 30th/July 1st storm 
that caused flooding and road damage in Chelsea.  Maggie and Joan attended a mandatory meeting 
regarding this.  FEMA, Vermont Emergency Management, Regional Planning, and numerous 
Town officials attended this meeting from several affected towns.  Since the meeting Maggie has 
received access to the FEMA reporting site.  Chelsea is now anticipating a visit from FEMA 
representatives regarding next steps in the process of fund reimbursements for damages. 
 
Vermont State Final Inspection of Bridge 9 and 11 – On Site – September 7th – Discussion 
The Board was reminded that the State Final Inspection of Bridge 9 and 11 would occur on September 
7th at 2:30PM.  The meeting was warned in case more than two Board members choose to attend. 
 
Water/Sewer 
Delinquency/Disconnection Update 
The Board reviewed the remaining delinquent water accounts and discussed the letters of agreement 
still outstanding, as well as those that have been signed.   
 
Resident Concern re:  Water Bills/Disconnection 
Susan Elder stated that she had received a suggestion from a resident on possible methods of reaching 
out to delinquent account holders prior to sending disconnection notices.  

 
Transfer Station 
The Board was reminded of the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District Special Collection 
occurring at the Chelsea Transfer Station of September 7th from 5-7PM.   
 
VT Alert 
The Board briefly discussed the potential use of VT Alert as a follow up to the presentation by Randall 
Bronson, Vermont Emergency Management on August 22nd.   
 
Michael Kuban moved that Chelsea take part in the Vermont Alert system.  Susan Elder seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor, so moved. 
 
Maggie will notify Randall Bronson and request we move forward with this system. 
 
Resident Concern re:  Dog Barking/Burning Rubbish 
Susan Elder stated that a resident had reached out through the Town’s Facebook page to submit a 
concern about a neighbor’s dog barking and the burning of trash.  Susan said she had told the resident 
to make a proper complaint to the Town Administrator which would be handled at a Selectboard 
meeting.  Maggie stated she had not received a call or email regarding this. 
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Town Administrator Report 
Maggie stated that Karen would be sending reminder letters to all residents who are still delinquent 
with dog licensing, to include a copy of the new dog ordinance that will go into effect on September 23, 
2017.  The Board reviewed a letter received from Gifford Health Care regarding a $3,125.00 grant 
given to the Chelsea Recreation Committee.  Gifford Health Care is expressing their wish that these 
funds remain with the Recreation Committee and be used as indicated at the time of the gift.  Maggie 
explained that Ashley Lincoln, Director of Development and Public Relations had stated that these 
monies were meant to help with childhood obesity, as stated in a letter dated April 2016. 
 
Sign Orders 
The Board reviewed the budget and signed the order. 

 
Michael Kuban moved to approve the orders.  Ruben Hook seconded the motion.  All were in favor, so 
moved.  
 
Open Bids/Review/Discussion 
Ruben Hook recused himself from the remainder of this meeting. 
 
Michael Kuban moved to go into executive session at 9:17PM after making a specific finding that 
premature general public knowledge would clearly place the public body or a person involved at a 
substantial disadvantage.  Susan Elder seconded the motion.  All were in favor so moved.  The Town 
Administrator was invited to stay.   
 
Michael Kuban moved to exit executive session at 9:22PM.  Susan Elder seconded the motion.  
 
The Board determined not to award a bid at this time due to a need for further discussion with VTRANS.   

   
Adjourn 
Michael Kuban moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:23PM.  Susan Elder seconded the motion.  All were 
in favor, so moved. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 


