MINUTES FROM PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING SEPT 9, 2010
Present at the meeting:

Stan Brinkman, Chair

Joan Parker, Sec

Kate Willard

Wendy Forbs

Phillip Mulligan

Neil Kennedy

Minutes from July 15 meeting were approved.

There was a discussion about the suggestion by Preston Bristow that the ZA would be given the authority to approve alterations to existing buildings in the village district that are not visible from the street without having to pay the extra fee and go through the DRB process. It was suggested that a possible solution may be to give the ZA the authority to issue a permit for certain alterations under certain number of square feet. Discussion to be continued.
There was a discussion about eliminating zoning waivers in the village district, and then have only a limited waiver allowed outside the village district. It was suggested that a possibility could be that the waiver for Rural Residential would have specific limitations as to how small the setback could be. Suggested was: not less than 25’ sides and back, and not less than 40’ in front.  Waiver language from 5 towns was examined, and the language used by Pomfret was the favorite as far as having to prove that a waiver is needed. Discussion to be continued.
There was a discussion about the upcoming requirement for towns to develop a town flood ordinance. Kate said she was told that Hartland had a good flood ordinance that we should look at. The question arose as to whether or not the ordinance needs to be developed before mapping is finished. Or, is the mapping finished? Joan will contact Chris from Two Rivers to ask him these questions, and get back to the group. Joan will ask Chris is there are funds available for him to help us write the ordinance.
Phillip passed on a question from Cindy Allen as to whether or not the Board wanted to look into the need for affordable housing in town. The consensus was no, not at this time.
It was suggested that Preston Bristow should be provided with the minutes of the meetings by email.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.

Next meeting 7pm at School library.

