
SELECTBOARD MEETING 
May 3, 2005 – 6:00 p.m. 

Treas/AA Office 
 

Attendance: Carol Olsen   Hale Mattoon 
  Andy Pomerantz  Rick Ackerman 
  Dick Rogers   Beth Ann Finley 
  Jane Cushman  Dick Upham 
 

1. Adjustments to the Agenda – Access permit under Roads, Open Burning discussion under 
New Business and Street Lights under Old Business 

2. Minutes to April 19, 2005 meeting – Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion to accept 
the minutes as written.  So moved. 

3. Water/Sewer 
a. Upham Sewer Line Easement – Reviewed the as-built plans for the sewer system.  

The line in question was added to the system to incorporate 6 trailers in 1975/1976.  
Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion that since the line has been there for 
nearly 30 years there is no action necessary.  At 8:40, Dick Upham attended the 
meeting.  Upon hearing the Board’s decision, he requested that the sewer line be 
removed from his property.  Dick was asked to submit a letter stating this request.  
The letter will be submitted for legal council. 

b. Water & Sewer Connection Review 
1. Upham Sewer Hook-Up – Because there is no bathroom in Upham’s Store and there 

is a sewer line on the property, Dick doesn’t feel that he should be charged a sewer 
user fee.  As per the Water Department Ordinance definitions, Dick moved and Carol 
seconded the motion that it is clear that Dick should pay a user fee for the store.  So 
moved. 

2. Keene Sewer & Water Hook-Up – Because Frank has moved his garage business 
from the Tullar property to his property, Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion 
that 1 water user fee be removed from Tullar’s account and a second user fee added 
to Frank Keene’s account.  Hale will check to see how Frank handles his water 
disposal before determining if Frank should also be charged an additional sewer user 
fee.  So moved. 

3. Will’s Store – Because there is an apartment upstairs over the store with someone 
living in it, Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion to add a 2nd water and sewer 
user fee to Will’s Store account.  So moved. 

c. Water Ordinance Amendment – Carol moved and Dick seconded the motion to make 
the following amendment to the Water Department Ordinance: “ Water loss resulting in 
a meter damaged due to negligence of the customer, shall be paid for by the 
customer.  In the case of damage to the meter occurring between the outlet to the 
meter and the curb stop, resulting in the water not going through the meter, the 
amount of water lost will be determined by the Water System Operator and the Water 
Board.  This will be an approximate amount determined by volume of water used in 
excess of normal usage.  The usage is monitored daily and documented.”  So moved. 

d. Alarm/Dialer System at WWTF – The follow-up to ANR must be submitted by May 20, 
2005.  Because Mike Kuban, who has been working on this project, is employed full 
time, Hale is going to check with Brook Field Services to see if they are able to work 
on this project.  If Brook Field Services is able to do the work, they will be asked to 
write a letter to ANR indicating that they are working on this project. 

e. Water Quality Sampling for Closed Landfill – Hale will do the required testing 
tomorrow, May 4, 2005 at 10:00 a.m., at 56 Washington Turnpike Rd.   

f. Monthly Bench Sheets – The sheets were reviewed and signed. 
g. WWTF Upgrade – The drawing set for the project is being reviewed by the structural 

and electrical sub-consultants.  A review set, including technical specifications, will be 



sent to USDA Rural Development and a copy to Hale for his review.  After receipt of 
all comments, the documents will be finalized and ready to advertise for contractors. 

h. Brookhaven Well – No information available at this time. 
4. Roads 

a. Road Inventory – Rick presented a list of anticipated projects for 2005.  The Board is 
aiming at a long-term road plan. 

b. 10 Year Plan – Dick will work with Rick on this plan.  
c. Francis Ryan Concern – In response to Mr. Ryan’s request to have lawn damage as a 

result of winter road maintenance repaired by hand, the Board, after viewing the site, 
decided that routine lawn maintenance is not an issue that the town is responsible for.  
He will be sent a letter advising him if the Selectboard’s decision. 

d. Access Permit – Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion to sign the access permit 
for Donald Eastman located on the northerly side of TH #22 (Corinth Rd) 
approximately 1.65 miles from the intersection of TH #22 and TH #20 (South 
Washington Rd).  So moved. 

e. Jason Goodrich – If work is done on Maple Ave., Jason asked for clarification with 
new painted lines as to where he can park in relation to the road.  When AOT comes 
tomorrow, May 4, Rick will ask about parking within the State right of way.   

f. VT 110 & VT 113 Drainage – AOT is coming tomorrow, May 4th, to discuss this issue 
with Marty Gratz, the Rec Committee and Rick.   

g. Culvert Inventory – Dick is going to check with Dave Savidge and Rick will check with 
Rick Rideout about having diversion or probation and parole participants help with the 
inventory.   

h. Brian Farnham got his CDL.  Rick will do a 6 month evaluation. 
i. Equipment – The Ford L8000 has a broken spring that is being repaired by McLeods. 
j. The Board complimented and thanked Rick for his great care of equipment and the 

roads. 
k. Posting of Roads – Rick is still not if favor of posting the roads.  Many local citizens 

were pleased that they were posted. 
 

5. Public Comments – Discussion 
a. Environmental Concerns and Potential Junkyard Issues – The Board discussed 

complaints and concerns about pollution and potential junkyard sites.  Certified letters 
will be sent to those that may need to apply for a junkyard permit. 

6. Old Business 
a. Unregistered Parked car on North Common – The Constable has not pursued this 

issue.  Carol has not gotten clear statutes re: parking unregistered vehicles on town 
roads.  Dick will check with Nolan. 

b. GMEDC (Revolving Loan Fund) Interest – GMEDC agrees that there shouldn’t be any 
problem with charging late fees as long as it is indicated in the original note(s).  Before 
another loan is made, Dick will ask Derek Adams at Mascoma Savings Bank to make 
sure the wording is appropriate. 

c. Zoning Administrator Appointment – John Bellefeuille has agreed to stay as zoning 
administrator so long as he no longer has to do the secretarial work for the 
Development Review Board.  Carol moved and Dick seconded the motion to accept 
John’s offer to continue as zoning administrator with the provision that there is 
someone to take minutes and do the mailings and warnings for the DRB.  So moved.  
Dick will talk to Rick Allen who had expressed interest in the zoning administrator 
position if he will attend the meetings and take minutes.  Jane will help with the 
warnings and mailings for the meetings. 

d. Solid Waste 
1. Carol moved and Dick seconded the motion, pending acceptance, to appoint Doug 

Lyford as representative to the CVSWMD and Beth Ann Finley as alternate.  So 
moved.  Whoever attends the meetings should report to the Selectboard monthly 
to keep the board informed of business being conducted at the district level. 



2. EOS Project – Beth Ann has volunteered to help investigate alternatives to 
Chelsea having our transfer station closed as the result of the CVSWMD’s EOS 
Project.  Andy reviewed the history leading up to the project.  Beth Ann will 
investigate with ANR and talk to Vershire about the way they handle their trash 
and recycling.  The Greater Upper Valley SWMD might consider accepting 
Chelsea into the district but Chelsea would have to buy into their debt.  The White 
River Alliance is open for discussion regarding Chelsea’s membership.  Carol will 
contact Del Cloud for further discussion.  Tri-Town Agreement has a meeting on 
May 5th.  They will discuss Chelsea’s interest in possibly joining their district. 

e. VCRD Update – The next step in the council process is scheduled for May 26, 2005 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall.  Andy will meet with Dave Bradshaw and Paul Costello to 
review the results of the April 26th meeting and the lists of those that signed up to be 
on committees. 

f. Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion to accept Kevin Marshia’s resignation 
from the auditor position.  This resignation is required since Emily is a member of the 
School Board and this creates a conflict of interest.  So moved. 

g. Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion to appoint Warren Lathrop to the office of 
auditor to serve until Town Meeting 2006.  So moved. 

h. Street Lights – There have been complaints about street lights blinking on and off.  
Past calls to CVPS have been non-productive.  Jane will send CVPS a letter 
expressing our concerns. 

7. New Business 
a. Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion to grant permission for the Chelsea Public 

Library to hold a hanging basket sale of the North Common on May 7, 2005.  So 
moved. 

b. White River Partnership – The Partnership is seeking Chelsea’s support in their 
proposal to the U.S. EPA Targeted Watersheds Grant Program called the Community-
Based White River Restoration Program.  Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion 
to table this issue until Andy talks to Doug Lyford about it.  So moved. 

c. Open Burning – Carol is going to review Chelsea’s Open Burning Ordinance.  The 
Board feels it is time to enforce or rescind the ordinance.   

8. Other Information 
a. Green-Up – The Chelsea Public School does green-up as community service.  Since 

there has been concern that the students were having to do this on Saturday, the 
students will pick up trash on Friday and leave the bags on the sides of the roads.  
The bags will be picked up on Saturday and trucked to the Transfer Station.  There will 
be ice cream available at noon on Saturday at the Tennis Court. 

9. Executive Session – Dick moved to enter executive session at 8:55 p.m. to discuss land 
acquisition.  Carol seconded the motion.  So moved.  Dick moved and Carol seconded the 
motion to exit executive session at 9:10 p.m.  So moved.  No action taken. 

10. Correspondence 
a. Vermont Coalition of Municipalities – Education Fund Resolution – On agenda for May 

24th meeting 
b. Otterman & Allen – Updates on WEC lawsuit 
c. ANR Petition to Classify & Type Waters in White River Basin 
d. District Environmental Comm – Phelps subdivision 
e. Two Rivers-Ottauquechee RPC – Agenda & Minutes 
f. Two Rivers-Ottauquechee RPC – Continuity of Operations Plan 

11. Next Meeting Agenda Items 
a. Tunbridge Selectboard and Beth Ann Finley – Solid Waste 
b. Sewer Fees 
c. Report of AOT re: parking in State ROW and drainage issue 
d. Open Burning Ordinance 
e. Unregistered Vehicle on Town Road 
f. Secretary for Development Review Board 



g. Environmental Concerns & Junkyard Issues 
h. White River Partnership Request for Support 
i. Vermont Coalition of Municipalities Education Fund Resolution 
j. Response from Diversion & Probation & Parole re: community service 

12. Adjourn - Dick moved and Carol seconded the motion to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  So moved. 
13. Action Items 

a. SEWER – Hale will report to Jane how Frank Keene is disposing of water.  
FOLLOWUP 5/24 

b. 10 Year Road Plan – Dick will work with Rick. FOLLOWUP 6/7 
c. Jane will send Francis Ryan a letter advising of decision 
d. Report from AOT re: parking in State ROW & Drainage. FOLLOWUP 5/24 
e. Culvert Inventory – Dick will check with Diversion and Rick will check with Probation & 

Parole to see about community service FOLLOWUP 5/24 
f. Junkyards – Jane will send registered letters to potential owners 
g. Unregistered Car – Dick will check with Constable and Carol will check into the 

statutes. FOLLOWUP 5/24 
h. Development Review Board Secretary – Dick will talk to Rick Allen about taking 

minutes and encourage him to attend the May 12th DRB meeting. FOLLOWUP 5/24 
i. Solid Waste – Carol will contact Del Cloud for further discussion about White River 

Alliance.  FOLLOWUP 5/24 
j. Street Lights – Jane will send CVPS a letter re: lights not working 
k. VCRD – Andy will meet with Paul Costello 
l. White River Partnership – Andy will talk with Doug about WRP’s request.  

FOLLOWUP 5/24 
m. Open Burning Ordinance – Carol will review the ordinance FOLLOWUP 5/24 

 
 
 

 
 
 


