Chelsea Planning Commission Meeting

Thurs. Jan. 17, 2008, 7 P.M., Chelsea Library

Present: Phillip Mulligan (chair), Peter Gregory (TRORC), Nyra Whipple, Paul Galdone, Neil Kennedy, Cornelia Cesari (scribe), Russell Martin
Agenda:

-Announcements

-Public Hearing (7:00)

-Review of Planning Commission Report for Town Report

-Zoning by-law review committee

-Meeting schedule for the winter
-Other business
Notes:

-Sustainability Fair

-CARE

Public Hearing called to order at 7:00

Public comments: 

Russell Martin asked whether new development within the village limits would be required to connect to town sewer; Phillip assumed so, particularly with potentially smaller lot sizes.  Russ commented that the historical resource recommendations of the VT Historical Society can be costly and cumbersome, but had no objection to “recommending” their use. Russell also asked about trails, which are still public rights-of-way, and they were pointed out on the map.

Suggested changes to the Town Plan were read. 

In the Transportation section, it was suggested that the specifics of who is eligible to ride Stagecoach be added. Neil moved, Paul seconded, and it was moved that the changes be approved with the clarification re. Stagecoach.

Nyra read a proposed addition to the education section concerning vocational education. Phil moved, Neil seconded, and it was moved that the addition be approved with the clarification of EPI spelled out.

Town Plan was ratified.

Public hearing was closed at 7:30

Planning Commission meeting called to order at 7:20

The Planning Commission Report for the Town Report was reviewed. Phillip suggested adding a note that Jean Battey will not seek reelection; otherwise the report was accepted.

-Zoning by-law review committee
Neil Kennedy reported that the members are:  Tracy Simon, Mark Richardson, Ed Kuban, Stan Brinkman, Rick Allen, Chris Sargeant (TRORC). Jane Cushman will be the administrator of the grant. Neil feels that the first meeting went very well; people are interested and ready to work. They determined what they want to do. The committee will set up cross references between Town Plan and Zoning Ordinance. There is also interest in looking at DRB functions. 

-Meeting schedule for the winter
Next meeting: Tues., Feb. 5th 7 P.M. at the School Library
-Other business:

Phillip solicited suggestions for a temporary Assistant Zoning Administrator to handle the current case from which Rick Allen has recused himself. The suggestion of Mark Richardson was made.

Peter shared that there will be a DRB training at VTC; it will be open to Chelsea board members. 

Peter will re-publish the final Town Plan, labeled “Transmittal.” The selectboard will get a copy and schedule a hearing in “not less than 30 days.”  Peter can help them work through their hearing process.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:35

-Notes:
Phillip met with the architect of Chelsea Health Center building; he sounded very amenable to using green practices and well-versed in them. Mon. Jan 28th, 7 PM at CHC is a meeting to go over plans.

The creamery (Ryan) property has been sold to a private citizen.
Phillip shared a 1st Branch Sustainability Project report on plans for a Sustainability Fair (Apr. 12). They’ve written two grant proposals and might consider asking the Town Planning Commissions to be sponsors for about $100. This seems to be in line with the mission of educating and helping initiate town plans. Peter suggested the involvement/sponsorship of the TRORC on some level.
Cornelia reported on the progress of CARE and solicited feedback as to a focus for the “Community Wellness” grant. Peter offered the TRORC’s support with the grant.






Respectfully Submitted,






Cornelia Cesari, scribe

