SELECTBOARD MEETING

July 6, 2010 – 6:00 p.m.

Treas/AA Office

Attendance:
Ruben Hook, Ken Colby, Erik Anderson, Karen Lathrop, Melissa Lathrop, Jane Cushman, Dave Button, Mike Button, Rick Ackerman, Gary Thrasher

1. Adjustments to Agenda

a. Approve Minutes to July 1, 2010 meeting

b. Outdoor liquor license – new business

c. Collection of electronics – old business

2. Approve Minutes to June 15, 2010 Meeting – Erik moved and Ruben seconded the motion to approve the minutes to the June 15, 2010 meeting as written.  So moved.

3. Approve Minutes to July 1, 2010 Meeting – Erik moved and Ken seconded the motion to approve the minutes to the July 1, 2010 special meeting as written.  So moved.

4. Public Concerns

a. Question re: Revolving Loan Fund, number of loans out and amount.  The Board reviewed the application and agreed that the form needed to be tightened up by adding space for the collateral on the application.

5. Water/Sewer

a. Bench Sheets - Reviewed and signed.

6. Roads

a. Garage Feasibility Study – The Board studied the 2 plans submitted by Otter Creek Engineering and agreed that Plan A is the best layout.  Mark Youngstrom will be invited to a public information meeting on July 27, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall to address questions and concerns re: the plan.  The Board will try to get a rough idea of the cost for that meeting.

b. Foot Bridge Repair – The work is complete.  There have been some comments re: the angle of the bridge.  The placement of the bridge was as per the State of Vermont permit.

c. Backhoe – Ruben relayed information that there are great incentives and a new backhoe might cost between $70,000 and $76,000.  

d. Other – Dave and Mike Button asked if it would be possible to square up the intersection of VT Rte 113 and Court Street while VT Rte 113 is being paved.  The Board and Rick have no problem with this request agree that this would be the time to do this.   Rick will check with the State before paving starts.

e. Rick and Erik will check Town Forest Road next week to see what needs to be done prior to logging the forest.

7. Town Clerk

a. Karen reported that she has painted the bathroom and is looking into new flooring.

b. White River Partnership sends Karen data sheets showing ecoli test results.  There have been a couple tests that came back high.  Erik will check with White River Partnership for recommendations.

c. Karen gave the Board a list of unlicensed dogs.

8. Old Business

a. Zoning

i. New appointment & Alternate to DRB – The DRB will be asked for recommendations.  

b. Emergency Watershed Project – The Norlander and Dodge wall will be repaired using the USDA-NRCS grant.  Abutting landowners to the Jail Branch have been informed of the need to armor the streambed to protect their property.  None of them have replied to the Board expressing interest in helping with the cost of this project.

c. Junkyard Issue  - Jane will send letters to the property owners to see what the status of the cleanup is.

d. Trails – The Board is researching other town policies re: trails maintenance and use.  Erik will email Chris Sargent and/or VLCT for guidance

e. Justin Morgan – Rule Signs gave an estimate of $600 for a 3’ x 5’ double-sided sign.  Mrs. Childs will try to raise the money and apply to the DRB to erect the sign.

f. Landfill Report – DuBois & King made the following recommendations with respect to the landfill based on observations made during the inspection on May 27, 2010.

i. Areas where vegetation has been damaged or removed by vehicle activity should be topsoiled, reseeded and mulched.

ii. Continue mowing at least annually and preferably biannually.

iii. Clean culvert under the Transfer Station drive to allow for proper drainage.

iv. Repair the two middle passive gas vents.

v. Sampling of seepage, surface water and drinking water wells is not necessary at this point in time.

g. CVSWMD has indicated that through the month of October Chelsea may be set up to collect electronic waste at the Transfer Station.

9. New Business

a. Tax Rate – Using the municipal grand list of $1,093,999, Erik moved and Ruben seconded the motion to set the municipal tax rate at $0.4545 to raise $497,222.55 for operating expenses and $0.0131 to raise $14,333.39 for appropriations.  So moved.

b. Next Meeting Date – An information meeting is scheduled for July 27, 2010.  The following meeting will be August 17, 2010.

c. Highland Ave. Trees – Doug Lyford has asked permission to cut some of the Pine trees along Highland Avenue and replace them with Maple trees, leaving the area mowable.  Karen researched the deed, which was clear that Doug would also have to go to the school for permission.  Erik will talk to Doug about his intentions.

d. Gary Thrasher asked the procedure to get an outdoor liquor license for The Pines.  Karen will try to find him the proper application.

10. Adjournment – Ruben moved and Erik seconded the motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.  So moved.  Next meeting July 27, 2010.

