PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING DEC 12, 2013, UNAPPROVED
Present at the meeting:

Stan Brinkman, Chair

Joan Parker, Secretary

Kate Willard

Kevin Marshia

Eric Flanders

Neil Kennedy

Mike Button, Selectman

Phillip Mulligan, Taylor Valley Conservation

Phillip Mulligan asked that some language be included in the plan regarding the Taylor Valley Conservation project. He will write some language and email to Joan. He also expressed concern about the location of the multi use area up on 113. He is concerned that it may make it difficult to connect large pieces of conserved land around it.

Discussion followed regarding the phasing out of the FEMA insurance, and the affect it will have on the town. Mike Button expressed concern that this will greatly damage the town because people won’t be able to afford the flood insurance on their homes in the flood plain. This would make it difficult to sell the homes because mortgage companies require flood insurance on homes in flood plains; thereby lowering the values of homes in the flood plain. Mike received an estimate for flood insurance on his house of $12,000 per year when the FEMA insurance is phased out. 

Discussion followed regarding the issue of difficulty of obtaining permits for changes in the homes in the Design Control Overlay Area. A motion was made by Kevin for the following: “The Planning Commission would eliminate the Design Control Overlay Area in the Town Plan for purposes of generating town discussion.” Joan seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Stan brought up the issue of the permitting of the sign at the Pines. There is a meeting on Dec 18 with the DRB regarding this issue. Stan felt strongly that the committee that developed the rules for signs expressly made the rules for signs separate from other structures in town, with only 3 criteria for obtaining sign permits.
Kevin made a motion that “The Planning Commission strongly urges the DRB use only objective criteria outlined within the zoning ordinance as suggested in the December 11, 2013 email from Chris Sargent of TRORC.”

Stan seconded the motion. Motion was passed unanimously.

Joan will email letter to Anne Carroll and Mike Button.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10pm.

Next Meeting will be Jan 16, 7pm in School Library.

