
Selectboard Meeting Minutes ( Draft) 
July 26, 2016 
 
Present: 
Michael Button  Michael Kuban  Susan Elder  Rick Ackerman 
Karen Lathrop  Pete Amber (7pm) 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:32 pm 
 
1.   Additions & Deletions 

 Roberts-Gould Field Tree Damage – under Town Admin 

 Salt Shed – under Highway 

 Access Permit – Highway 
 
2.   Approve minutes  

Susan Elder moved to approve the minutes of July 5 and 13, 2016 as written with Mike Kuban 
seconding the motion. All were in favor, so moved. 
 

3.  Highway 
a.  Part-time Highway position – Town Admin reported no interest from anyone for the position.  
Rick Ackerman relayed the same message. Board would like to see the ad posted on the website 
and Front Porch Forum. Town Admin to put it in the classified ads and VLCT news as well.  Board 
noted highway payroll should come under budget as they budgeted for a third person. No action 
taken. 
 
b.  Gillespie Contract- Board reviewed contract with Rick Ackerman, Town Administrator stated 
Gillespie’s did not bill the Town at the stated fixed rate last year, so pricing fluctuated.  Susan 
Elder moved to take option 2 to pre-buy the fuel for the town garage $1.26 per gallon with Mike 
Kuban seconding the motion. All were in favor, so moved. 
 
c.  Salt Shed -  Rick Ackerman reported the salt is stored at Corinth and the old shed down. 
Board reviewed discussion at last meeting which was a temporary slab and cover. Rick 
Ackerman stated he received a quote from Adam Osgood to build one in place for around 
$25,000.00.  Town Admin tasked to look for quote, meet with Rick, and contact Mr. Osgood 
about the quote. Mike Kuban wanted to know if the Town had to put out and RFP for this and 
Town Admin stated they had no policy in place making it a requirement. 
 
d.   Access Permit – Rick Ackerman reported he met with Tim Ward and Dave Bradshaw to 
review application. Access for emergency access for Fire Department to access a dry hydrant. 
Board questioned sight distances. Rick A. reported it was agreed trees and brush was to be cut. 
Town Admin stated Selectboard member Joan Goodrich wanted it put in the record; no access 
onto a Town Road should be started until the permitting process is complete. The Permit has an 
area for the Board to write in Directions, Conditions and Restrictions. Tabled by Board until next 
meeting, so Board could look the access point over and make recommendations. 
 

4.  Water/Wastewater Dept. 
               a.  Draft Permit Requirement- Board reviewed “draft’ permit No. 3-1197 page 3, Section B-1 

calls for an Optimization plan. The Board questioned  the wording of the “draft” as to who was a 



“qualified professional”, what the costs associated with it would be and whether the time line 
would be changed as this was a “draft”.   Board tasked Town Admin with finding the answers 
and tabled until a future meeting. 

 
b.  Liquid Engineering Contract – Board reviewed the proposed contract with a locked in price of 
$3095.00 per cleaning every five years for the next 15 years. Board questioned whether the 
company wanted the payment up front. Town Admin stated Board had 90 days to decide. She 
noted Nolan LaFrancis thought well of their performance this year.  Tabled till next meeting 
pending more information. 

 
5.  VLCT Surveys 

a.   911 dispatch survey – Town Admin reported this survey timeline had gone by and it was not   
relevant.  

              b.   VT Clean Water Fund Priorties – Board chose to bypass the survey as it was online only. 
 
6.   Vendors 

 Mike Kuban gave a report of his research on vendor ordinances.  Most considered Non- profits 
exempt, also Farmers Markets. Permits are through Selectboard or an agent the Board 
authorizes.  Only one Town’s ordinance required proof of insurance.  Fees vary from Town to 
Town, though some have a set fee schedule for violations.  All in all Mike Kuban thought 
Waterbury to have the most comprehensive ordinance as it required proof of insurance. It also 
regulated different areas of the Town. There were rules for different areas of Town and for each 
park.   Most of ordinances prohibit soliciting school children on the way to school.  Mike K. would 
like to see something in place to cover the Town. Board tasked Town Admin with drafting an 
ordinance and tabled it for further review.  
There was a brief discussion with Peter Amber as to language on warning people off the 
Commons at Farmers Market during a high wind event, but Board thought a simple conversation 
with the Market Managers would be sufficient. 

    
7.   Set Municipal Rate and Late Homestead Penalties   
             Board reviewed the 411. Susan Elder wanted to know how long the Health Center had left of the 

agreement to waive taxes. Town Admin stated it was a ten year agreement and was voted in 
2010 so four more years.   Susan E. moved to approve a town tax rate of .6230 cents and.0065 
cents for the Chelsea Health Center with Mike Kuban seconding the motion.  All were in favor so 
moved.    
Board reviewed statute on homestead penalties.  Mike Kuban moved to waive any homestead 
penalties with Susan Elder seconding the motion.  All were in favor, so moved. 

 
8.   Contracts 

 Board reviewed the Mullen lease for the Treasurer’s office.  Sue Elder questioned if there were 
any changes. Mike B stated there appeared not to be any.   Mike Kuban moved to renew the 
Treasurer’s office lease with Mullen Properties for 2016-2017 Susan Elder seconding the motion.  
All were in favor, so moved. 
 
 

 
9.   Town Admin Report 



 a.  Moxley Bridge –  Have spoken to Pat Ross about instream permit- he will sign one. Fee 
$200.00.   A meeting  is set with Wetlands Specialist, Julie Follensby and Tim McCormick on 
7/27/2016. All other persons contacted at State level said no permit necessary. US. Army Corp of 
Engineers said no fill in river mean no permit necessary.  
b.   Closed Landfill – Town Admin reported Jacob Brooke cannot work on top soiling and seeding 
the closed landfill as he works two other jobs. Town Admin will see who else can do it. Still needs 
to speak with Rick about culvert. 
c.    Velco – Connecticut River Valley Project – Town Admin reports VELCO received it Cert of 
Public Good and there is paper work filed in the office. Underground work to start this fall, and 
above ground work to commence in the spring.  The Brian Hayward house, now belonging to 
Lance Runnals was sold to VELCO.  
d.   Website- Town Admin reports meeting with Rachel Sauerwein. Will not publish the site until 
Town Admin is competent with running it so as to show other departments how to.  There are 
still some updates to add to it and the URL will be changed over once it is complete.  Until then 
the old website will do. 
e.   Health Insurer’s Proposed Increases- Just an FYI that health insurers were requesting rate 
hikes. Not approved yet.  
f.   Zoning Violations – Legal Counsel for Town is proceeding to Environmental Court.  
g.  Roberts-Gould Field Damaged Trees-  Board and Pete Amber reviewed options.  Peter Amber 
has spoken with Ted Knox Tree Service out of Brownsville.   A larger crane will be necessary 
which will necessitate an overload  permit which will take a few days.  Costs anticipated in the 
range of $10,000-12,000.   Peter A. to find out if price includes tree removal of trees off property.  
If not then it will cost up to $2000.00 more. Peter would like to speak with John Hartland, to get 
his thoughts on removing the hazard only and do some reductions.  Board noted this has to 
happen before School starts, the sooner the better.  Susan Elder moved to authorize  Town 
Administrator to sign a contract to have trees removed with advice from Peter Amber in an 
efficient and least costly manner, seconded by Mike Kuban.  All were in favor so moved.   

 
10.  Approve Orders 

 Board reviewed Order.  Town Admin stated Dubois and King waived interest, Joan G. is waiting on 
info from Dubois and King on stairwell.  Mike k moved approve order without the Dubois and King 
invoice in question. Susan E. seconded. All in favor, so move. 

 
11.   Adjourn 

Mike K. move to adjourn the meeting with Susan E. seconding the motion.  All were in favor; 
meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm   

    


