Selectboard Meeting Minutes (Draft)

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Present: Joan Goodrich, Susan Elder, Mike Kuban, Ruben Hook, Michele Thomas, Karen Lathrop, Jay
Ratico, Vicky Weiss.

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Joan Goodrich, Vice Chair

1.

3.

5.

Additions & Deletions to the Posted Agenda

e Orange County Superior Court — Safety and Security Plan
e Michelle Thomas — Renaissance Fair

e Selectboard Handbook Questions

2. Approve minutes —11.01.2016

Mike Kuban moved to accept the minutes as written with Susan Elder seconding. All were in favor,
so moved.

Orange County Superior Court- Safety & Security Plan

Vicky Weiss, Side Judge, was in to explain the Orange County Superior Court must put a Saftey and
Security Plan in place and would like to utilize the Town Hall if possible. The Court’s Operations
Manager and herself had looked at the Hall with the Town Clerk earlier. They were hoping to draw
up a Memo of Understanding to have on file. Ms. Weiss also reported the North side of the
Courthouse would be sided the next spring and the contractor might need to utilize part of
Highland Ave. Susan Elder asked for a timeline closer to the event and stressed that Highland Ave is
essentially a dead end road, a narrow one at that and the Ambulance and Fire Service must be able
to have ingress and egress. Joan Goodrich wanted the Court to be aware the State would be
rebuilding bridges in the coming year, so there would be minimal road closures starting after
Graduation, but there would be alternate routes people could use. The Board decided to have this
as a regular agenda item for a decision at their regular December 6, 2016 meeting. No action
taken.

Medieval Renaissance Fair — Michele Thomas, was in to find out if there were any ordinances
regarding firing weapons in Town. The Grange will be having a Medieval Renaissance Fair the field
by the Chelsea Health Center and as part of it there will be a company named Primrose Pirates,
who would demonstrate old weaponry which requested her to find out the information. The
Board stated there is no ordinance on guns in Town and the land is not theirs to say yea or nay on
it but would like the Grange to contact the Fire Department Chief, and the surrounding neighbors
as some have horses pastured close by. No action taken

Highway Department

a. Densmore Road — Mr. Ratico inquired if the Board had retained an attorney, to which they
responded they had retained Tarrant, Gilles and Richardson upon recommendation of the Vermont
League of Cities and Towns. Mr. Ratico stated he felt the minutes of November 1, 2016 did not
reflect everything stated at the meeting and he felt misrepresented in the minutes. The Board
maintained the minutes were a true reflection of the meeting. There was discussion between Mr.
Ratico and the Board as to road length, other roads off Densmore Road that end at barns, and Mr.
Ackerman’s description of the road at the prior meeting. The Board reiterated since Mr. Ratico and
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6.

7.
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the town have retained counsel that it could not discuss further any substance of the issue at hand.
No action taken.

b. Moxley Bridge Project Update

Joan Goodrich reported two Board members went to the Development Review Board for a permit
and the DRB granted the permit. Karen Lathrop reported the State had signed off on the grant and
work still needs to be completed on the RFP at this point. No action taken.

Town Administrator Position

Board reviewed the Town Administrator job description. Susan Elder reported VLCT made an initial
response to her inquiry. There was Board discussion on where to locate the Town Administrator,
which Joan Goodrich recused herself from. There was Board discussion on NEMRC software, pay
scale, hours to start and hours after Town Meeting. Susan Elder to work with Karen Lathrop on ad
to place in the paper. No action taken.

Water Department

a. Ordinance Revision

Susan Elder reported Michael Kuban sent language on family dwelling, multi- family units, costs for
shutoffs/return to service. She spoke with Nolan LaFrancis on actual costs and spoke with other
Towns on what they charge for shut off/return to service. Board discussed change in costs for this
item which they feel $75.00/shutoffs/return to service is an equitable price. Susan Elder moved to
approve the proposed language changes to the water/sewer ordinance with Ruben Hook seconding
the motion. All were in favor, so moved. ( See attached ordinance) Susan Elder moved to adopt
amended Water & Sewer Ordinance with Ruben Hook seconding the motion. All were in favor, so
moved. (See attached Ordinance).

Pursuant to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59 § 1973, the citizens within the jurisdiction of the
Chelsea Water Department have the right to disapprove this ordinance by submitting a petition,
signed by not less than five (5) percent of the qualified voters, to the Chelsea Water Board or the
Town Clerk, within forty-four (44) days following the date of its adoption by the Water Board. If no
petition is submitted, this ordinance shall become effective on December 15, 2017, which is sixty
(60) days from its adoption.

8. Town Offices

9.

10.

Joan Goodrich recused herself from the discussion on this subject. The Board discussed various
places for office space, for Town Administrator, Zoning Administrator and Treasurer. Use of the
Town Garage Kitchen or upstairs area, the back office of the Treasurer’s current office, the vacant
building next to Main Street styles. Mike Kuban to have a report for the December 6, 2016 meeting.
No action taken.

Judicial Bureau Appointments - tabled

Transfer Station

a. Attendant’s Shelter. Mike Kuban measured the area of the attendant’s shelter. Length is
unlimited but width cannot go past 6 feet. Mike Kuban feels a 6 x 8 shelter would be beneficial,
with two small windows. No permit necessary under current zoning. Mike Kuban to check on
pricing for a building from Mr. Avery. No action taken.
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11. Selectboard Resignation

Susan Elder moved to accept the resignation of Michael Button, with many thanks for his years of
service. Mike Kuban seconded the motion. All were in favor, so moved. Board to post the vacancy.
Susan Elder moved to approve payment of stipend for 10 months out of 12 months served, with
Mike Kuban seconding the motion. All were in favor, so moved.

12. Selectboard Handbook Questions

13.

14.

a. Town Agent — Susan Elder questioned whether we need to elect a Town Agent annually. She
proposes dropping it as other Towns have done so. Karen L. to speak with other Towns to see what
they have used for wording for the warning and to speak with VLCT on Statuory requirements.

b. Chair voting position — Susan Elder reports the Chair in the past has not voted. The handbook is
silent on the subject. The Board consensus is the Chair of the Board’s vote is essentially a tie
breaker.

c. Mike Kuban questioned whether at the next meeting, the Board needed to vote a new vice chair.

Karen L. to look into the Statutory Requirements.

Approve Orders
Mike Kuban moved to approve orders as written with Ruben Hook seconding the motion. All were
in favor, so moved.

Adjournment

Mike Kuban moved to adjourn at 8:20 pm with Ruben Hook seconding the motion. All were in
favor, so moved.
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