
Selectboard Draft Zoning Bylaw Hearing 
10.03.2016 
 
Present: Michael Button, Michael Kuban, Joan Goodrich, Susan Elder, Karen Lathrop, Tim McCormick, 
Linda Kuban, Ed Kuban, Robert Button, Blaine Connor, Ed Burger, Sarah Burger, Anne Carroll, Sheilagh 
Smith. 
 
Hearing started at 7 pm.  Michael Button, Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. He requested 
comments from the Selectboard. 
 
Joan Goodrich commented due to Statute, Section 4.13 has been deleted. The Public Service Board is in 
control of Telecommunications and Energy siting. She reported the Town had signed a petition along 
with many other Towns last year to send  voicing their complaint that there was not enough regard 
given to Towns by the PSB.  Legislators failed in their work on this but she was hoping to see something 
from Legislators in the upcoming year. 
 
Michael Button opened the floor to public comment on the Draft Zoning Bylaws.  There was a 20 minute 
discussion of flood hazard regulations. Mr. Button brought the public’s attention back to the Draft 
Zoning Bylaw’s.   

 
Blaine Connor, DRB Chair, inquired if the Board thought the plan addressed subdivisions adequately. The 
Board stated there were no subdivision rules in the plan. They were looked at by the Planning 
Commission and ultimately not chosen to be included in the bylaws. Act 250 would have to suffice. The 
Board had no problem with this. 
 
Linda Kuban had an inquiry in the difference between Home Occupation and Home Industry.  The Board 
looked at definitions. Discussion on number of people for each definition. There was discussion on how 
to ensure the character of a residence stayed the same. DRB members, Blaine Connor and Anne Carroll 
commented there would be lack of criteria for DRB to make decisions on. There would be no way to 
define the intent of the Planning Commission Dickson Corbett, Planning Commission Chair  and Tim 
McCormick, Zoning Administrator offered some insight in how to structure the wording so criteria will 
still be in the document. ( Section 4.3) 
 
There was some discussion on the economic growth for Town and it was noted at this point there was 
not enough   infrastructure to entice businesses to Town. 
 
Blaine Connor commented that with deleting the village design control district much of the character 
language used by the DRB to define their decisions would be lost. Anne Carroll was in agreement, too 
much wording in the document was being cut out.  He questioned the Board as to whether Obnoxious 
Uses being deleted was a concern to the Board?  Shelagh Smith noted other Towns had been brought to 
court on this subject. The Board did not see a problem there.   
 
There was discussion on Board’s needing training with many new changes. Joan Goodrich thought the  
Zoning Administrator should be able to inform the Board of what they would need for information.  
 
Mike Kuban was pleased to see the DRB representation so the Board could have their input. The DRB 
maintained there was not enough language to make decisions. 
 



Joan Goodrich reminded everyone that the Zoning ByLaw is a fluid document that could be amended 
when necessary. Mike Kuban thought the Planning Commission had put together a good document. 
 
The DRB maintained the terminology of a temp structure was   incorrect . There was a thirty minute 
discussion on the subject.  
 
 Mike Button requested specific changes to the document.  They are as follows; 
 
  Mike Button-  Second Branch should be changed to First Branch.  
 
 Dickson Corbett/Tim McCormick -Home Occupations should be taken out of pages 14,16 and 17. 
Wording on page 25 Section 4.3 Home Occupations.  Line 16 to read” A permit is not required for a 
home occupation which is customary in a residential area and does not change the character of the area 
as meets the following four requirements.”  Put back the four requirements encompassing line 22 
through 34. 
 
Susan Elder questioned whether there were any people who were not in favor of having a vote on the 
draft at the same time as the General Election.  Sheilagh Smith was opposed.  
 
Mike Button thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and giving their input.  The hearing closed at 
9:05pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


