                                  CHELSEA FISH AND GAME CLUB, INC.
Annual Report to All Members

April 2008 - March 2009
Notice:  This year’s Membership Meeting will be held on Monday, April 13th, 2009 

@ 7:00 p.m. at the clubhouse. The featured guest will be Randy Woodward, local taxidermist, showing his collection of local game-cam photos. The usual raised donuts and syrup will be served.

The 2008 Membership Meeting was held on April 1st, 2008 at the Clubhouse with 44 members attending. A short business meeting was held; all reports were read and accepted.  The featured speaker was Shawn Haskell, head of Vermont’s deer management team. He gave an informative and scientific update on the current status of the state’s deer herd.

The 20th Annual Woodchuck Derby was held on April 26th with 47 participants bagging 30 woodchucks.  

The Fishing Derby was held on June 1st at Lyford’s Pond.  Fifty six youngsters participated, catching a total of 134 fish. The club would like to thank the Lyford family for the use of their pond and all of the help they provided.

In July, the Annual Chicken Barbeque was held at the flea market, 479 chicken meals were served.

The Green Mountain Conservation Camps were held again last summer.  Three campers were sponsored to these beneficial and worthwhile camps. We will continue to sponsor as many youngsters as we can.  David Farnham has agreed to be our sign up person.  Applications are available from Dave @ 685-3859.

Hunter Safety was again offered at the club grounds.  The instructors, Shane Craig and Bob Beauchesne, offered an excellent training program with 26 students receiving their Hunter Safety card. Bob Beauchesne also offered Bow Hunter Safety with 13 students receiving their Bow Hunter Ed card.

The 6th Annual Duck Race was held on August 30th; Neil Kennedy won the $1000 grand prize. Cash awards totaling $2000 were paid on the first 10 ducks.  This has been a good project, both as a fun time and an excellent fundraiser for the club.  The cost is $5 per duck.  Please send your entry payment along with your dues and we will assign you a numbered duck.

The Annual Fall Shoot was held on September 21st at the club grounds. This past year electric lines were buried to both the running deer station and the trap house. Both stations operated great with their new power source. We also ran a long range target, .22 station and lucky pellet shoot. About 30 members participated in this members only event, and a good time was had by all. 

The 4th Annual Big Deer Pool was held this year. The winners were Alan Lyford, Al Perreault, Dick Lyford and Lou Maraget Jr. Walter Applegate was drawn from the group of hunters, as the winner of a pair of binoculars. Out of 99 tickets sold, 55 total deer were reported throughout all the seasons. Congratulations to all successful hunters! 

On January 18th, 2009 the 6th Annual Dinner / Raffle was held at The Pines.  Ninety people were served dinner with many prizes and gifts being awarded.  Mike Johnson won the black powder rifle, Kylie Eastman won a 12 gauge shotgun and Cody Hatch won the 50/50 raffle. This proved to be a very enjoyable evening and will continue to be held.  The Club would like to thank Jon Beebe and his staff at The Pines for an excellent job with the dinner.

The club has been working for several years on trying to improve the serious decline of quality habitat for wildlife in our region. We are in the fourth year of a 5-year plan with The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (W.H.I.P.). This is a Federal program sponsored by the Natural Resource Conservation Service. This is a very aggressive plan featuring apple tree release and pruning, food plots, tree planting, removal of invasive species and forest openings. This is a cost sharing program and the hope is that our costs can be kept to a minimum with volunteer labor. We have held several workdays in the past year and currently are on schedule. This is a year round project requiring a lot of manpower and equipment. We urge you all to participate. It is a very worthwhile experience. This is also an area where donations would be accepted to help offset costs. There will be several more workdays scheduled this year. Please contact Rich Gilman @ 685-3130 for more information.  

Several workdays occurred during the summer to work on various projects. These projects included burying electric lines, building and backfilling targets and staining on the clubhouse.

A new 10-year forest management plan was drafted and adopted.

The Chelsea Fish & Game Club, Inc. continues to affiliate with the NRA and the Vermont Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs. These associations keep us informed at both the State and National levels. Donations were made to support the Becoming an Outdoor Woman Program and Vermont Coverts.

The club lost a life long member with the death of Ernie Russell, who was active in hunter safety and enjoyed working with kids. Donations were received in his memory. He will be missed.

In recognition of our 50th anniversary, commemorative T-shirts and posters were created. The poster contains images of all membership pins from 1958 to 2007 and the T-shirts feature an image from the 2007 pin.  These items will be on sale at the meeting and throughout the year at club functions. Contact Rich Wood for details @ 685-3303.
This year in addition to our many fundraisers and habitat workshops we also have some other large projects that we would like to accomplish. This year’s new projects will include continued work on the targets and we will be working on and around the clubhouse. It takes a lot of hard work and money to keep this club running strong. We would like to thank everyone that makes an effort to help in anyway. We are always looking for new people to make the workload a little lighter. There’s always work to be done so we try our best to find ways to make it enjoyable. Come, give it a try.  
Hope to see you soon!

Present officers elected on February 9, 2009:

President: Jeff Eastman 

Vice President: Wayne Coburn 
Secretary: Rich Gilman

Treasurer: Shane Craig                           

Trustees: Tim Perreault, Bob Beauchesne, Rich Wood, Scott Brown, and Mak Keyes

Memberships will be on sale at the membership meeting and at all other club functions. They may also be purchased at S&L Video and at Dave’s Barber Shop, both conveniently located in Chelsea village. Please consider using the following form to order your memberships and Duck Race entries. If you would like to receive next year’s newsletter via e-mail, please include your e-mail address on the return form.

******Pins are only available with the purchase of a membership--1 pin/member******

Please make checks payable to and mail to:    Chelsea Fish & Game Club, Inc.


                                                             P.O. Box 262                    


                                                             Chelsea, VT  05038

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MEMBERSHIP TO THE CHELSEA FISH & GAME CLUB, INC. FOR 2009

Adult Member @ $10.00 - Junior Member (15 and under) @ $2.00 

Names:  ___________________________________________               Dues: $________

              ___________________________________________                           ________

              ___________________________________________                           ________

              ___________________________________________                           ________

Duck Race Entries------Quantity (   ) ducks @ $5.00 each                      Ducks: $_______

                                                                                                     Total enclosed: $_______

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________

Town: _______________________ State:  ________________   Zip: _____________

E-mail Address __________________________________________________________

                                       CHELSEA FISH & GAME CLUB, INC.
                                       CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009-2010

2009

April 1 – Sign up for Conservation Camp – see Dave Farnham 

April 13 (Mon) – Membership Meeting – Clubhouse -7:00 pm

April 25 (Sat) – Woodchuck Derby – Clubhouse – 9:30 am

May 9 (Sat) – Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program Workday (W.H.I.P.) – Clubhouse – 9:00 am
May 13 (Wed) – Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm
June 7 (Sun) – Fishing Derby – Lyford’s Pond – 4:00 – 6:00 pm

June 10(Wed) – Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm

July 8 (Wed) – Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm
July 11 (Sat) – Flea Market Barbeque – All Day

August 9-22 – Hunter Safety Course – Time To Be Announced

August 12 (Wed) – Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm
August 16 (Sun) – Grounds Workday – Clubhouse – 9:00 am
August 24, 26, 28, 29- Bow Hunter Safety-Time to Be Announced

September 5 (Sat) - Duck Race – 1:00pm

September 14 (Mon) – Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm

September 27 (Sun) – Field Day – Clubhouse – 9:00 am – Dusk

October 12 – (Mon) -Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm

November – NO MEETING – HAPPY HUNTING!

December 14 (Mon) – Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm

2010

January 11 (Mon)-Monthly Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm
January 17 (Sun) - Dinner/Raffle – The Pines – 4:30 – 10:00 pm

February 8 (Mon) – Annual Meeting – Clubhouse – 8:00 pm 
March 8 (Mon)-Monthly Meeting-Clubhouse-8:00 pm

